Travellers in India

his way out in the dark. Roe gives details of a
curious conversation which exhibits the great
interest which the "World-Grasper" took in
anything that might add to the pleasure of his
evening debauch. " He fell to aske me ques-
tions, how often I drank a day, and how much,
and what? what Beere was? how nude? and
whether I could make it here?"

Among the interesting figures whom we meet
in Roe's pages are Nur-Mahal, the famous wife
of Jahangir, who was practically supreme in the
Empire at the time of Roe's visit; Asaf Khan,
her brother, who was in high favour at court;
Khusru, the king's eldest son, whom Roe met
once, and whose tragic history is so well known;
Parviz, a second son of Jahangir; and Khurram,
a third, who even at this date was making it clear
that he had marked himself out as the next
occupant of his father's throne. Only two years
aftei Roe's departure the sudden death of
Khusru, while in his brother's custody, re-
moved one obstacle from Khurram's path; while
the subsequent death of Parviz, alleged to^have
been caused by excessive drinking, at the same
time rendered Khurram's succession safe, and
evoked against him the voice of suspicion. At
the time of their deaths the brothers were each
in Khurram's power; and though the double
charge of fratricide cannot be substantiated,
the most impartial reader cannot but acknow-
ledge the probability of the accuser's case, and